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LETTER rove EDITOR 


My dearest Beat-bugs, 


It seems that wintertime is upon us! Snow, carol- 
ers, a chill in the wind, and a notable uptick in 
slip-and-fall injury - what’s not to love? Pull on 
your best woolens and bust out the fuzzy earmuffs, 
because this issue’s a love letter to that most 
wonderful time of the year. 


But as the days get colder and the CAS halls begin 
to echo with the squeak of rubber soles stomping 
through their layer of sleet with reckless abandon, 
I think to you, dear reader, and the joys you’1l 
find in the winter wonderland unfolding before your 
very eyes. So grab yourself a nice cup of hot cocoa 
(recipe to follow) and snuggle up in a plush blan- 
ket, because this issue is COLD. Ice cold. 


[Imagine a fanfare suitable for the occasion. | 


With love, 


MacLean Bishop 
Your Editor-in-Chief 


mu HOLLY, JOLLY 
PLAYLIST 


Body and Soul - Tony Bennett & Amy Winehouse 
Moonlight Serenade - Ella Fitzgerald 

People - Barbra Streisand 

I Only Have Eyes for You - The Flamingos 
Underneath the Tree - Kelly Clarkson 

Darling Be Home Soon - Cass Elliot 

Don’t Get Around Much Anymore - Tony Bennett 
Cheek To Cheek - Ella Fitzgerald & Louis Armstrong 
I’ve Got You Under My Skin - Lady Gaga 

Smoke Dreams - Jo Stafford 

Midnight, The Stars and You - Al Bowlly 

Stormy Weather - Etta James 

All I Want for Christmas Is You - Mariah Carey 
Everybody Loves Somebody - Dean Martin 
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UPCOMING SHOW 


SUNDAY MONDAY 


ton Music 


11 

The Budos 
Band 

7pm @Brigh- 
ton Music 
Hall 


RockapeLla 
8pm @City Win- 


18 

Jazz Boston 
7pm @Middle 
East 


Marc Roberge 
8pm @City Win- 
ery 


26 

Start Making 
Sense 

9pm @Sinclair 


TUESDAY 


Special Interest 
8pm @Sinclair 


13 

Machine Girl 
8pm @Crystal 
Ballroom 


20 
Brett Eldredge 
8pm @Orpheum 


27 

Kindred the Fam- 
ily Soul 

8pm @City Winery 


WEDNESDAY 


9:30pm @Middle 
East 


14 

Destroy Lonely 
7pm @House of 
Blues 


21 
Truth x Lies 
10pm @The Grand 


28 

Madeleine Pey- 
roux 

8pm @City Win- 
ery 


8 
DJ Spade 
10pm @The Grand 


Less Than Jake 
7pm @Paradise 


15 

deadmau5 

9pm @Big Night 
Live 


22 
Gigi Rosa 
10pm @The Grand 


29 
DJ Esco 
9pm @The Grand 


FRIDAY 


Pink Talking Fish 
7pm @Paradise 


9 
State Champs 
7pm @Roadrunner 


16 
Modest Mouse 
8pm @Roadrunner 


Jim Healey 
8pm @Middle East 


23 
Holiday Pops 
8pm @Symphony Hall 


James Montgomery 
8pm @City Winery 


30 
Purple Disco Machine 
9pm @Big Night Live 


W&W 
9:3@pm @The Grand 


CALENDAR 


THURSDAY 


SATURDAY 


3 
The Jack Moves 
8pm @Middle East 


10 
Elan Trotman 
7pm @Scullers 


Andrea Bocelli 
8pm @TD Garden 


17 
The Lemonheads 
7pm @Paradise 


Lil TJay 
7pm @House of Blues 


24 
The Get Down 
10pm @Middle East 


31 
Lake Street Dive 
8:30pm @Roadrunner 


Jazz Boston 
7pm @Middle East 


» RECIPE von 


Ah, winter in Boston. The sun sets at 4 pm, the wind gusts 
are strong enough to carry you across Comm Ave, and snow is 
on its way. But I have a secret for you dear readers, and 
this is one I’ve never shared with anyone: I have a recipe 
for homemade hot cocoa mix that will blow your socks off. 
Promise not to tell anyone? Good. Let’s get started. 


TREK TO TARGET AND GET: 

275 grams (2.5 cups) of nonfat dry milk powder 

75 grams (1 cup) of cocoa powder 

200 grams (1.5 cups) of powdered sugar 

7 grams (2 tsp) of cornstarch 

2 hefty pinches of salt 

4 grams (1 tsp) each of cayenne pepper, cardamom, and 
cloves 

7 grams (2 tsp) each of nutmeg and allspice 

10 grams (1 tbsp) of cinnamon 


Why did I list in grams first, you might ask? Because this 
recipe requires you to be very, VERY specific. If you ar- 
en’t serious about your hot cocoa, you might as well stop 
reading right now. In fact, if your hot cocoa of choice is 
Swiss Miss, rip this pace out of the zine and read some- 
thing else. Do I make myself clear? 


DIRECTIONS (makes 22 servings): 


1. The key to this hot cocoa mix is toasting the milk pow- 
der, so get yourself a sheet pan and some parchment paper, 
and spread out the milk powder as evenly as you can. Heat 

your oven to 3@@ degrees, then bake the milk powder for 20 
minutes, no more, no less. 


2. Once the powder is golden brown on top and stuck to- 
gether in one big hunk, take it out and let it cool. Once 
you can safely touch it, break it up into small pieces and 
blend it in a food processor or spice grinder until it’s 
as fine as the sand on a Hawaiian beach, capiche? 


HOT COCOA MIX 


3. Mix all the other ingredients in with the milk powder 
in a big bowl, or in the food processor if you happen to 
have room. Keep whisking, stirring, or processing until 

the cocoa is completely mixed together, and no lumps re- 
main. Lumps are for chumps. 

4. Get ready for the best cocoa trip of your life. 


This cocoa mix is incredibly special, and its preparation 
is equally unique. Follow these steps to make the best cup 
you’?11 ever have. Break them, and I’11 break you. 


SERVING INSTRUCTIONS: 


Place a heaping tablespoon of the mixture into the bottom 
of a mug. 

Pour in a splash of boiling water or heated milk, and only 
a splash. 

Whisk the powder and liquid into a paste using a fork. 

Add the rest of your water or milk and stir vigorously. 
Prepare for a journey unlike any other. 

Remember, this recipe stays between you and me. If I see 
any new brands of famous hot cocoa on the market other 
than Toby’s, I’m gonna teach you a lesson you won’t for- 
get. And don’t even think about trying to adjust this rec- 
ipe to make it better- we’ve already got hundreds of peo- 
ple hooked on this formula. 


Hear more of Toby’s food secrets on All You Can Eat, Sat- 
urdays from 8 to 1@ am on WTBU. 


- Toby Pannone 


Q: How did you get started with 80s culture? 
vS: It was 2016 and it was the summer, right before I 
started my junior year of high school, and I watched the 
movie Girls Just Want to Have Fun. I was like, “This is s0 
cool.” I was on an 805 movie binge for some reason and I 
was like, “This is speaking to me.” The soundtrack was so 
amazing with all the synthesizers and the bright colored 
clothes and the fashion. I had no personal style so why 
don’t I just do this. I really liked all the aspects of it. 


Q: So you have four songs out right 
now? 
VS: Yes. “Heartbeat Away”, “What’s a 
Girl to Do”, “If You Leave Me Now”, 
and “Time Out”. 


Q: Who are your biggest influences “musically”? 
VS: T am mostly a singer, so I don’t Yreally write my own music 
I'd like to at some point. But, at the same time, I love what I 
do — being able to archive stuff and make it my own. You can’t 
do that if you create something from scratch now. Music, eae 
wise, my inspirations are Rindy Ross from Quarterflash, Marth 
Davis of The Motels, Pat Benetar, Gloria Estefan, Alisha, Taylor 
Dayne, and a lot of different pop/rock artists. Also people Like 
Debby Gibson and Tiffany are my inspirations. 


The band's newest single 
(from Feb 2022) is hands down 
my favorite song of theirs. 
The repeated iterations of 
“you're not like anybody 
else” have me singing along 
every time. It’s more upbeat 
Compared to their other 
works, but it still has the 
same indie-rock vibes. 


7g ——s 
la Dolce Vita 


This late 2021 release from 
ZOPA perfectly encompasses 
the indie-rock vibe. My 
favorite song from the 
album, “Best Intentions", 
happens to be the longest 
Song (6:44), but every 
second is worth it. This 
album is great to listen to 
all the way through because 
it maintains the same tone 
throughout. 


Fun Facts : 


ZOPA means “patience” 
in Tibetan, 


New York based band 


Band was Originally 
called La Dolce Vita 
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AN INTERVIEW wrrn 


It’s 10 minutes until the doors open. Alfie Templeman jumps to shake my 
hand before quickly excusing himself and running to the bathroom before 
his last interview of the night. He pads away barefooted through the 
messy greenroom. Templeman later explains, he broke both his big toes 
while running around in flip-flops about a week prior and now avoids wear- 
ing shoes. 


At just 19 years old, Templeman is already back for his second US tour 
alongside his friend, London-based artist Thomas Headon. The Bedford- 
shire, UK-based artist released his debut album earlier this year, 
receiving % star review from prominent UK music publication NME, and 
already has plans for his sophomore album. I sat down to talk with him 
at Brighton Music Hall in Brookline, MA, where he was performing for the 
second time. 


He returns from the bathroom quickly, apologizing for the inconvenience 
before offering me a drink and finally sitting down, pulling at his patch- 
work denim trousers. The soundcheck downstairs can be heard through the 
thin walls and the conversation has to be taken up an octave to be heard. 
Templeman explains that the tour is slightly different this time because 
his confidence and performance have improved. He also humbly adds, “I 
think we actually do have quite a few fans this time,” although he har- 
bors self-doubt. When I point out the lengthy line outside the venue, he 
quickly disregards it saying, “Yeah, I know. That’s cool. It’s probably 
all for him [Headon], though. He’s all famous and s— out here [The US].” 


Headon, who is currently getting dressed about four feet away, cuts in, 
“You self-doubt,” he says. 


Templeman responds, “Yeah. I just found it so funny, when we woke up, and 
there were those fans camping outside, and you were like, they’re proba- 
bly here for you, Alfie. I was like, no, they f---- aren’t.” 


“We don’t say that. We say that they’re here for us,” Headon reassures 
with a motherly composure while pulling on a pair of trousers. 


Templeman rolls his eyes, “Yeah, they’re here for us. They’re here for 
him, and then some of them convert into Alfie fans.” 


“We don’t say that. We say that they’re here for us,” Headon reassures 
with a motherly composure while pulling on a pair of trousers. 


Templeman rolls his eyes, “Yeah, they’re here for us. They’re here for 
him, and then some of them convert into Alfie fans.” 


With almost 2 million monthly Spotify listeners, Templeman has no short- 
age of fans. He started releasing music on the platform at 13 before be- 
ing signed at just 15 years old by Chess Club records. Templeman grins, 


ALFIE TEMPLEMAN 


recalling when his label first reached out to him, “I was like, yeah, 
that’s cool, but I’m in school, I’ve got exams, so f— off.” Luckily he 
later changed his mind about their proposition. 


Even though he was signed, Templeman continued to make music from his 
bedroom, including his debut album, and he plans to do that for his soph- 
omore album as well. While snaking further up his chair, he discusses his 
bedroom’s role in his creative process. “The reason why I love recording 
in my bedroom so much is because my bedroom’s a boring place that I’m 
used to being in,” he says. “But I treat that as a good thing because 
when I write a good song, it’s like, oh wow, this must be a good song 
because all of a sudden, the room feels electric.” 


Templeman also enjoys working in his room because he prefers working 
alone. While he sent a few songs from Mellow Moon out to producers and 
fellow artists, at least half of the album was entirely bedroom record- 
ed. “I feel like people would make fun of me if they saw the way I do 
things,” says Templeman. “Maybe it’s cause I have ADHD or something. I 
work a bit backwards.” 


Templeman’s manager, who has been glancing at his watch for the past few 
minutes, cuts in to remind Alfie that he still hasn’t done a sound check. 
They ask me if it’s alright to pause the interview. Templeman jumps from 
the couch and throws some light punches at his manager. They fight play- 
fully, Templeman who is about two heads shorter, laughs while saying “I’m 
going to f— you up.” His manager pushes him away and sends him away. Alfie 
invites me to watch the sound check. He hurries through the green room 
and down the stairs. Still barefoot, he hops onto the stage where the 
rest of his band has been practicing. 


An open can of Arizona and a polaroid camera are balancing on the edge of 
the stage as they run through a quick two-minute sound check. After a few 
adjustments and about 30 seconds of “Wait...I Lied” and “Candy Floss,” 
Templeman darts off the stage. He tells me he should practice a bit lon- 
ger, but it’1l probably be fine. 


Back in the green room, he hits the fridge, chanting “PBR” while grabbing 
a can of Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer before sitting back down. As he lifts 

the can to his mouth, a bright green wristband with “Troubadour” on it 
becomes visible. He played the iconic location just a few days before, 
where many of his musical influences had also once performed. 


Templeman defines his solo music style as “Indie R&B” with a strong pop 
sound. However, he cites rock legends like Led Zeppelin and Rush as some 
of his biggest influences. He gets sidetracked when I bring up Jimmy Page, 
eager to talk about Led Zeppelin. “I guess you’11 see tonight when I play 
guitar like you can tell that I like all that stuff,” he says. “I feel 
(Continued on next page) 


INTE RVLEW (CONTINUED) 


like with studio records; it’s quite hard to show your influences some of 
the time, especially the rockier influences, but when we play live, we 
sound more like a rock band than a pop band.” 


He describes the influence as more of a technique-based impact. His song- 
writing is a different story. As he scratches at the scruff on his chin, 
he tries to define his creative process. “At least the favorite songs of 
mine are the ones that have been sent down from the heavens. It’s like 
I’ve had a dream, and the song’s written itself. It’s like there’s a 
ghostwriter that’s my own brain,” he says. “Anytime I could just be walk- 
ing around and then all of a sudden I hear this melody, and it’s like the 
heavens above have sent me this blissful melody, and I have to recreate 
it. It’s like I can hear the whole song, like I can hear the drums, I can 
hear the guitars, and it’s just like, I’ve been given the duty to record 
it.” 


Templeman writes and records most of the heaven-sent music through his 
notes and voice memos app. Although he has perfect pitch, he doesn’t ac- 
tually know how to read music and relies on his notes to remember melo- 
dies and lyrics. “Whenever I’m in a kind of shitty space, I’1l1 sit down 
and write, just go on my notes app and write what I’m feeling, and then 
later I’?11 kind of convert that into lyrics,” says Templeman. 


As he mentions, he uses songwriting as a form of therapy. More specif- 
ically, he uses his songs as a way of answering questions that he has, 
gathering answers through his search or responses from fans. He plans to 
follow this same process for his sophomore album as well. 


After being asked what questions he’s considering, Templeman pulls out 
his phone and searches through his notes. His guitarist, Josh, fills the 
silence by apologizing to me for my Newcastle United shirt. Templeman 
perks backup, leaning in and showing me his phone screen. “I actually did 
this once, so I had a “questions you have” and make a concept album about 
all of the things you can’t make sense of,” he explains. “So like, aren’t 
all good friends made to hate each other? Am I made to feel like my mind 
is unvalued? Why do all things always go wrong before everything starts 
to look good again? So it’s just like weird things that I analyze, and 
then like, I’?11 keep a note of it and then turn it into a song later.” 


More of this can be expected on his next album. He says he plans to dive 
deeper than he did on Mellow Moon. “It’s about getting into the nooks and 
crannies of my brain, basically, and analyzing those parts where I’m may- 
be a little bit uncomfortable or having a hard time.” When this album can 
be expected has yet to be confirmed. 


Templeman and Headon finished their North America tour on Monday November 
21st in Toronto, ON. 


- Josephine Best 


AHUMBLE 
CROSSWORD 


Across Down 
3. Mariah Carey wants this for Christmas 1. On your back in the snow making... 
4. 26th of December in the commonwealth 2. Popular Christmas holiday activity 
5. What you get if you're on the naughty list 4. The last Reindeer 
6. Used to make men and houses over the holidays 7. Will Ferrell's character in Elf 


9. A good name for a snowman 8. Santa's pole 


